TRAINING    COMMAND    IN    WAR

they could with what they'd got. As always, no praise can be too
high for the maintenance and ground-crew personnel who now
had to work on aircraft in the open at dispersal points., sometimes
in the dark, instead of inside well-lit hangars.

I remember being rather shocked at the indifferent physique
of some of the recruits, particularly the "militiamen"; their teeth
seemed to be the worst feature. I was inspecting some of them in a
hut one morning and glancing at one man's kit, laid out alongside
his bed, I noticed the absence of a toothbrush and asked him
about it. The poor fellow stammered, and after an embarrassing
pause blurted out, "N-N-No t-t-teeth, sir." Of course it was the
complete answer, the toothbrush would have been redundant till
the service dentist had finished the dentures.

As may be imagined, one of our main problems was to im-
provise accommodation not only for housing and feeding but for
the technical training of ground crews. My A.O.A., Malcolm
Henderson, had a brain-wave and suggested we might try Black-
pool. After some promising investigations by my staff I went to see
for myself what could be done. The Mayor and Town Clerk were
most helpful and saw no reason why we should not take over a
seven-storey garage, the municipal bus depot and various other
premises suitable for installing work benches and technical train-
ing equipment. Then the question of housing and feeding the men
arose, and I was told that no doubt the Blackpool landladies would
oblige. The Town Clerk then asked me: "How many do you think
you will send?" To which I replied rather diffidently, **Oh, about
4,000." He smiled and said, "Oh, is that aE? It's nothing; in the
summer months we usually get 120,000 visitors coining every
Friday."

So it was all arranged, and before a fortnight had elapsed this
technical training school had begun to function with its 4,000
airmen under training. Each landlady took some 20 to 25 men
iri her lodging-house and woe betide any of them that were late
back at night or slow in the morning. The Town Clerk was right
in his parting words: "By the way, I don't think you will need
any service police."

Technical training of all sorts was, of course, in full swing at
the original permanent stations such as Halton and CranwelL
Two more big centres were being completed at St. Athan and
Cosford, both of which were extremely well designed and equipped
for the purpose. They had fine workshops, large hangars, an
amenity centre which consisted of a large gymnasium, swimming-
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